MANILA DECLARATION ON WORLD TOURISM

The World Tourism Conference,

HELD at Manila, Philppines, from 27 September to 10 October 1980, convened by the World
tourism Organization with the participation of 107 delegations of States and 91 delegations of
observers, in order to clarify the real nature of tourism in all its aspects and the role tourism is

bound to play in a dynamic and vastly changing world, as well as to consider the responsibility of

NOTING with satisfaction the addresses of His Excellency Ferdinand E. Marcos, President of the
Republic of the Philippines, and Madame Imelda Romualdez Marcos, Governor of Metropolitan
Manila and Minister of Human Settlements, as well as the messages of the Heads of State and of
Government to the Conference, the statements of delegations and the report of the Secretary-
General of the World Tourism Organization,

CONSIDERING that world tourism can develop in a climate of peace and security which can be
achieved through the joint effort of all States in promoting the reduction of international tension and
in developing international cooperation in a spirit of friendship, respect for human rights and
understanding among all States,

CONVINCED that

CONVINCED further that world tourism can

AWARE that world tourism can only flourish if based on equity, sovereign equality, non-

interference in internal affairs and cooperation among all States, irrespective of their economic and
social system

AGREES, in this spirit, to declare the following:

1. Tourism is considered an activity essential to the life of nations because of its direct effects on
the social cultural, educational and economic sectors of national societies and their international
relations. Its development is linked to the social and economic development of nations and can
only be possible if man has access to creative rest and holidays and enjoys the freedom to travel

within the framework of free time and leisure whose irofoundli human character it underlines.
2.
in relation fundamentally to

the dimensions it has assumed since the granting to workers of the right to annual paid holidays
moved tourism from a restricted elitist activity to a wider activity integrated into social and
economic life.
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3. As a result of peoples’ aspirations to tourism, the initiatives taken by States regarding
legislation and institutions, the permanent activities of voluntary bodies representing the various

strata of the population and the technical contribution made by specialized professionals

modern tourism has come to play an important role within the range of human activities.

4. The right to access to holidays and to freedom of travel and tourism, a natural consequence of
the right to work, is recognized as an aspect of the fulfilment of the human being by the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as by the legislation of many States. It entails
for society the duty of providing for its citizens the best practical, effective and non-
discriminatory access to this type of activity. Such an effort must be in harmony with the
priorities, institutions and traditions of each individual country.

5. There are many constraints on the development of tourism. Nation and groups of nations should
determine and study these constraints, and adopt measures aimed at attenuating their negative
influence.

7. Within each countr

Domestic tourism also heightens the
awareness of common interest and contributes to the development of activities favourable to the
general economy of the country. Thus, the development of tourism from abroad should be
accompanied by a similar effort to expand domestic tourism.

9. The importance that millions of our contemporaries attach to tourism in the use of their free
time and in their concept of the quality of life makes it a need that governments should take into
account and support.

12. Through the wide range of services needed to satisfy its requirements, tourism creates new

activities of considerable importance which are a source of new employment

where it is
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practised irrespective of their level of development.

13. With respect to international relations and the search for peace, based on justice and respect of
individual and national aspi

14. Modern tourism results from the adoption of a social policy which led to the workers gaining
annual paid holidays and represents the recognition of a fundamental right of the human being to
rest and leisure. It has become a factor contributing to social stability, mutual understanding
among individuals and peoples and individual betterment

Public authorities and the travel trade should accordingly participate in development of tourism
by formulating guidelines aimed at encouraging appropriate investments.

15. Youth tourism requires the most active attention since young people have less adequate income

than others for travelling or takin

16.

17. Nations should promote improved conditions of employment for workers engaged in tourism
and confirm and protect their right to establish professional trade unions and collective
bargaining.

18. Tourism resources available in the various countries consist at the same time of space, facilities
and values.

National communities and the entire international community must take the necess
ensure their preservation.

19. International cooperation in the field of tourism is an endeavour in which the characteristics of
eoples and basic interests of individual

20. Bilateral and multilateral technical and financial cooperation cannot be looked upon as an act of
assistance since it constitutes the pooling of the means necessary far the utilization of resources
for the benefit of all parties.
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22. Preparation for tourism should be integrated with the training of the citizen far his civic

responsibilities. In this respect, governments should mobilize the means of education and
information at their disposal and should facilitate the work of individuals and bodies involved in
this endeavour.

23.

earing in mind
the acknowledged values of tourism which are inseparable from it, the authorities will have to
give more increased attention to the development of national and international tourist and
recreational activity, based on an ever-wider participation of peoples in holidays and travel as
well as the movement of persons for numerous other purposes, with a view to
in a manner consistent with the other basic needs of society.

so that they can contribute, on the basis of

their experience and in the context of their day-today activities, to the practical implementation
of the objectives set with a view to broadening the process of development of world tourism and
breathing new life into it.

25.
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