
MODULE 1: Background

This Module will highlight key points of three important documents: 

The UN 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals agenda

The ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural 
Community 
Blueprint

The UN World 
Tourism 
Organisation 
Sustainability 
Report



Learning 
Outcome

Participants will 
better 
understand the 
key points of 
these three vital 
documents and 
identify ways 
how they can 
convert them 
from talking 
points into 
action points.

Objective

To set the scene of 
the macro-level 
agenda and context 
of the UN SDGs, 
the ASEAN Socio-
Cultural Community 
Blueprint and the 
UN World Tourism 
Organisation SDG 
priorities 



Section I

This Section explains the 
historic background of 
the UN SDGs. It 
highlights all the key 
rationales, expectations 
and policy perspectives 
of what the Global 
Leaders are trying to 
achieve, why and over 
what time frame.



The UN SDGs
 

A Global Snapshot







Take a deep breath and fathom the importance of each word in this preamble



People

We are determined to 
end poverty and 
hunger, in all their 
forms and dimensions, 
and to ensure that all 
human beings can fulfil 
their potential in 
dignity and equality 
and in a healthy 
environment.

Planet

 We are determined to 
protect the planet from 
degradation, including 

through sustainable 
consumption and 

production, sustainably 
managing its natural 
resources and taking 

urgent action on climate 
change, so that it can 

support the needs of the 
present and future 

generations.



Prosperity

We are determined to 
ensure that all human 
beings can enjoy 
prosperous and fulfilling 
lives and that economic, 
social and technological 
progress occurs in 
harmony with nature.

Peace

We are determined to 
foster peaceful, just and 

inclusive societies which 
are free from fear and 

violence. There can be no 
sustainable development 

without peace and no 
peace without sustainable 

development. 



We are determined to 
mobilize the means 
required to implement 
this Agenda through a 
revitalized Global 
Partnership for 
Sustainable 
Development, based on a 
spirit of strengthened 
global solidarity, focused 
in particular on the needs 
of the poorest and most 
vulnerable and with the 
participation of all 
countries, all stakeholders 
and all people.

The interlinkages and 
integrated nature of the 

Sustainable 
Development Goals are 
of crucial importance in 

ensuring that the 
purpose of the new 

Agenda is realized. If 
we realize our 

ambitions across the 
full extent of the 

Agenda, the lives of all 
will be profoundly 

improved and our world 
will be transformed for 

the better.

Partnership



• On behalf of the peoples we serve, 
we have adopted a historic 
decision on a comprehensive, far-
reaching and people-centred set 
of universal and transformative 
Goals and targets. We commit 
ourselves to working tirelessly for 
the full implementation of this 
Agenda by 2030. We recognize 
that eradicating poverty in all its 
forms and dimensions, including 
extreme poverty, is the greatest 
global challenge and an 
indispensable requirement for 
sustainable development. We are 
committed to achieving 
sustainable development in its 
three dimensions – economic, 
social and environmental – in a 
balanced and integrated manner. 
We will also build upon the 
achievements of the Millennium 
Development Goals and seek to 
address their unfinished business. 

The Pledge



• We resolve, between now and 
2030, to end poverty and 
hunger everywhere; to combat 
inequalities within and among 
countries; to build peaceful, 
just and inclusive societies; to 
protect human rights and 
promote gender equality and 
the empowerment of women 
and girls; and to ensure the 
lasting protection of the planet 
and its natural resources. We 
resolve also to create conditions 
for sustainable, inclusive and 
sustained economic growth, 
shared prosperity and decent 
work for all, taking into account 
different levels of national 
development and capacities. 

The Pledge



• As we embark on this great 
collective journey, we pledge 
that no one will be left behind. 
Recognizing that the dignity 
of the human person is 
fundamental, we wish to see 
the Goals and targets met for 
all nations and peoples and for 
all segments of society. And 
we will endeavour to reach 
the furthest behind first. 

The Pledge



• We envisage a world of 
universal respect for human 
rights and human dignity, the 
rule of law, justice, equality 
and non-discrimination; of 
respect for race, ethnicity and 
cultural diversity; and of equal 
opportunity permitting the full 
realization of human potential 
and contributing to shared 
prosperity. A world which 
invests in its children and in 
which every child grows up 
free from violence and 
exploitation. A world in which 
every woman and girl enjoys 
full gender equality and all 
legal, social and economic 
barriers to their empowerment 
have been removed. A just, 
equitable, tolerant, open and 
socially inclusive world in 
which the needs of the most 
vulnerable are met. 

The Vision



• We envisage a world in which 
every country enjoys sustained, 
inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth and decent work for all. A 
world in which consumption and 
production patterns and use of all 
natural resources – from air to land, 
from rivers, lakes and aquifers to 
oceans and seas – are sustainable. 
One in which democracy, good 
governance and the rule of law, as 
well as an enabling environment 
at the national and international 
levels, are essential for sustainable 
development, including sustained 
and inclusive economic growth, 
social development, environmental 
protection and the eradication of 
poverty and hunger. One in which 
development and the application of 
technology are climate-sensitive, 
respect biodiversity and are 
resilient. One in which humanity 
lives in harmony with nature and 
in which wildlife and other living 
species are protected. 

The Vision



• We are meeting at a time of 
immense challenges to sustainable 
development. Billions of our 
citizens continue to live in poverty 
and are denied a life of dignity. 
There are rising inequalities within 
and among countries. There are 
enormous disparities of 
opportunity, wealth and power. 
Gender inequality remains a key 
challenge. Unemployment, 
particularly youth unemployment, 
is a major concern. Global health 
threats, more frequent and intense 
natural disasters, spiralling 
conflict, violent extremism, 
terrorism and related 
humanitarian crises and forced 
displacement of people threaten to 
reverse much of the development 
progress made in recent decades. 

The Threats



• Natural resource depletion and 
adverse impacts of environmental 
degradation, including 
desertification, drought, land 
degradation, freshwater scarcity 
and loss of biodiversity, add to and 
exacerbate the list of challenges 
which humanity faces. Climate 
change is one of the greatest 
challenges of our time and its 
adverse impacts undermine the 
ability of all countries to achieve 
sustainable development. Increases 
in global temperature, sea level 
rise, ocean acidification and other 
climate change impacts are 
seriously affecting coastal areas 
and low-lying coastal countries, 
including many least developed 
countries and small island 
developing States. The survival of 
many societies, and of the 
biological support systems of the 
planet, is at risk. 

The Threats



• It is also, however, a time of 
immense opportunity. 
Significant progress has been 
made in meeting many 
development challenges. 
Within the past generation, 
hundreds of millions of people 
have emerged from extreme 
poverty. Access to education 
has greatly increased for both 
boys and girls. The spread of 
information and 
communications technology 
and global interconnectedness 
has great potential to 
accelerate human progress, to 
bridge the digital divide and to 
develop knowledge societies, 
as does scientific and 
technological innovation 
across areas as diverse as 
medicine and energy. 

The Opportunities



• We are announcing today 17 
Sustainable Development Goals 
with 169 associated targets 
which are integrated and 
indivisible. Never before have 
world leaders pledged common 
action and endeavour across 
such a broad and universal 
policy agenda. We are setting 
out together on the path towards 
sustainable development, 
devoting ourselves collectively to 
the pursuit of global 
development and of “win-win” 
cooperation which can bring 
huge gains to all countries and 
all parts of the world. We 
reaffirm that every State has, and 
shall freely exercise, full 
permanent sovereignty over all 
its wealth, natural resources and 
economic activity. 

The New Agenda



• We will implement the 
Agenda for the full benefit 
of all, for today’s generation 
and for future generations. 
In doing so, we reaffirm our 
commitment to 
international law and 
emphasize that the Agenda 
is to be implemented in a 
manner that is consistent 
with the rights and 
obligations of States under 
international law. 

The New Agenda



• We reaffirm the importance 
of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, as well as 
other international 
instruments relating to human 
rights and international law. 
We emphasize the 
responsibilities of all States, 
in conformity with the 
Charter of the United 
Nations, to respect, protect 
and promote human rights 
and fundamental freedoms 
for all, without distinction of 
any kind as to race, colour, 
sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, 
property, birth, disability or 
other status. 

The New Agenda



• 8.9   By 2030, devise and 
implement policies to 
promote sustainable tourism 
that creates jobs and 
promotes local culture and 
products

• 12.b Develop and implement 
tools to monitor sustainable 
development impacts for 
sustainable tourism that 
creates jobs and promotes 
local culture and products

Specific Mentions
of Tourism



• By 2030, increase the 
economic benefits to small 
island developing States and 
least developed countries 
from the sustainable use of 
marine resources, including 
through sustainable 
management of fisheries, 
aquaculture and tourism.

Specific Mentions
of Tourism



• We recognize that social and 
economic development 
depends on the sustainable 
management of our planet’s 
natural resources. We are 
therefore determined to 
conserve and sustainably use 
oceans and seas, freshwater 
resources, as well as forests, 
mountains and drylands and 
to protect biodiversity, 
ecosystems and wildlife. We 
are also determined to 
promote sustainable tourism, 
to tackle water scarcity and 
water pollution, to strengthen 
cooperation on 
desertification, dust storms, 
land degradation and drought 
and to promote resilience and 
disaster risk reduction. 

Specific Mentions
of Tourism



Section II

This Section is a 
compilation of the 
statistical infographics 
sourced from this report 
showing the status of 
each SDG as of 2018. 
Each infographic is worth 
studying closely to 
identify potential gaps 
where the Travel & 
Tourism industry could be 
a part of the solution.





















This summit garnered an unprecedented level of global interest, 
especially the famous “How Dare You?” speech by 15-year-old 
Swedish student Greta Thunberg Much more information is available 
on the website: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsummit



Section III

This Section highlights 
core goals and objectives 
of the original ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural 
Community Blueprint 
adopted in 2003. 
Although this version 
was updated in 2015, its 
original Mission and 
Vision is still valid today.



ASEAN 
INTEGRATION 

 



These are the three ASEAN pillars, and the theme of Thailand’s 
2019 chairmanship, which put “Partnership” and 

“Sustainability” at its core































Section IV

This Section highlights 
relevant sections of a 
UNWTO report on 
Sustainable Tourism. It 
contains very important 
research conclusions 
along with suggested 
actions on how Travel & 
Tourism can walk the 
talk of the UN SDGs.











This chart shows the clear imbalance in the levels of attention paid to the 17 SDGs



Note this key recommendation



As well as these







The UNWTO report features a ready-made list of suggested actions to 
walk the talk of the policy recommendations. These can easily be 

adopted and adapted by the Travel & Tourism industry.

Note some specific suggestions 
outside the traditional Travel & 
Tourism comfort zones.













THINK!


