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SPEECH BY YITZHAK RARBIN, PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL
TO THE ANNUAIL CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
ASSOCIATION

TEL AVIV, 2ND NOVEMBER 1995

Greetings to all who have camc from so many countries all over the world fo atiend this
congress. at this time in [srael.

1, and I speak in the naroe ol the government of Israel, really appreciate your deetsion to come
over. 1o be here, to see the chauges that have taken place, that hopefully are only the
beginning of greater changes in the life of the countries and the peoples of the Middle East.

Nothing will happen quickly. but determination, single-mindedness and the continuation of
the cfforts to bring about peace. And for me, lo bring about peace is to achieve peaceful
cocxistence. I believe you can coexist in peace with somebody you don't love. Love 1s not
necded as the basis for peaceful coexistence and in the context of the Arab-Isracli confbet we
can't change inter relationships in a shorl time in a very dramatic way. It's a prolonged
process, once the partners to the peace on the Arab and Istaeli sides are really detcrmined to
continue o build structural peace instead of the realities of war, violence and terror.

I belicve in tourism. I believe in its combined aspects of indusiry and opportunity for many
pcopie to enjoy themselves and w learn, 1 believe thai tounsm can be one of the major
instrurnents for people knowing about cach other, their history, their roots. Tounism will
create better understanding, all over the world - and no doubt in the Middle East as long as the
peacc process will continue.

[ believe the future of tourism is onc of the best of all industdes in the world...Since the
standard of living in considerable parts of the world is in the process of rising, hundreds of

maillions have a very high standard of living 2nd I'm sure have a tendency to use their privaie
income and company incomc to give individuals the opportunity to make tourist trips.

-~

Some estimate that hundreds of billions of dollars will be invested very soon in tourism, and
that it will becorac, if not the major industry, one of the most important and huge.

As an Israeli, 1 look at it as an industry that the government has to assist becanse its coupled
with its very existence. First it is the most added value indusiry that we have in terms of
foreign currency spending, which is greater than that of the ha-tech industry. Secondly, it
employs many people (whereas) the hi-tech industry relics on autoration and the reduction of
the number of workers to compete with international markets.

Tourism brings knowledge, enjoyment, added value and understanding - of the meaning of
Istael, the roots of Isracl, our efforts in building peace and sccurity, an advanced progressive
society.

The Amman Economic Conference addressed the issue of tourism and tourism packages,
building ncw hotels, cooperation in raking tourisis more safe wherever they go.

I belicve we are at the threshold of new realitics in the Middle East. | am sure that with your
help, with your participation, wc will see that tourisru. promotes peace and peace assists
tourism.

(TRANSCRIPT)
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SPERECH BY SHIMON PERFES, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF ISRAEL
TO THE ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
ASSOCIATION '

TEL AVIV, 3RD NOVEMBER 1995

Like many politicians I have always the pleasure Lo be hosted by many of you in your own
hotcls. It's a pleasurc to try and host you, not in a hotel but in a political surrounding. Beeause

I do belicve that you can play today an extremely important role in changing the face of the
world.

Usually relations among countries and among people are characterised cither in the way of
wars as enemics, or as pariners, ncighbours, but in my judgement the best guarantee for a
different world is that a man to a man can become a host to 2 guest. [L 15 when you arc a guest
or a host that you arc being called upon to demonstratc the best of qualities, the best of
Intentions.

If I had a choice to add 100.000 soldicrs to our defence or a million toursts to our security, 1
would say give me tourists, rather than soldiers. I think every hotel in. the world is a
contribution to security and peace, more than a military position, becatisc this creates a real
interest and serves as a declaration of an eatirely new ntention of rapport in hurman relations.

In the Middle East undoubtedly tourism can play a major role and I am a great believer that
the Middle East is condemned to live in peace. Not because any new sentiment was added to
our history but really because of a major revolution in the history of political relations.

With the collapse of the Soviet Unton, the West became an orphan. - it lost an epemy... Why
did the Soviet Union collapse? It collapscd because the Russian people awoke one morning to
discover Marx finally was wrong and that the world is acting on an entirely different basis.
And also because dictators lost their capacity to blind people. The minute the silver screen
became morc powerful than the Iron Curtain, the life of dictators became impossible because

- television and radio take straight into the bedroom the sort of nows and cormparisons you they
wanted to forbid and the young generation wakes up and asks the terrible gueston: "Why there
and not here? Why them and not us?

The sources of strength and wealih i the modem age are no longer matedal. You can have
vast lands and Iittle to cat. You can have many minerals and not balance your budget.

Scicnce and technology have nothing to do with nationalitics.

Scicnce doesn't bave any sovereigntics, technology does not hoist any flags, information does
not require any visas, Everybody can acquire it no maiter what the colour of your face. And
what we have seen 1 the 20th century 1s just a beginning.

I don't have the slightest doubt that what is happening today is just a beginning; the end of the
hunting season in human relations, the beginming of the creative ora in mankind. And here we
have the basic issue; how to safeguard it, how to offer a wealth of opportunity to our families,
the young generation, to our country.
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In the Middle East there are three things that can save time and offer many opportunities. One
is education. Nowadays there is no sense Lo teach the things that we know, what we have to
teach our children is how to learn the things that we dido't know. In Tsracl we have
computensed completely our education for children from the age of 4. The resulis are
unbelievable,

The second thing is ixripation. Poor people make the land poor. A poor land makes the people
poor. I believe that by producing water either by recycling or by better distribution or
desalination, we can made the land green and fertile and fresh again.

The third is tourism. Tourism is the most promising industry. Relatively it can be introudced
in a very speedy manner. Today tourism in 10.6% of the world economy. The Middic East
and the Mediterrancan rakes 78 billion dollars out of tourism. The World Travel and
Tourism Couneil cstimates that in 10 years timc it could be increased 10 334 billion dollars -
ncarly three times as much. The Middle East has many atiractions, a nice climate, 2 mystique
that comes from a place that has created the major religions, and once it will start, the human
dimension...

I can't think of a better contribution o a change in relationships, to the awakening of the
ceonomy. Tourism will bring us togther, it will open up, it will introduce the best guaranice
we can have for peace, namely an interest of millions of people to keep the situation siable, to
keep the land tranguil, to demonstraic the best we have in our tradition, the best we can offer
in {ood and wine, and {he hospitality that pcople to people can really show.

Like so much in our life, the time has come to privatize peace aswell. Peace is not just a
national or a regional or an international challenge, it is challenge to every private company.
to every private person. It is in this spirit that we welcome you and we are sure that your
coniribution will be noticed and rerembered in the future.

(TRANSCRIPT)



