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Your Excellency 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished participants,
Honourable guests! 

It is a great privilege to speak to this distinguished audience as we continue our celebration of two key milestones – the 60th anniversary of Pakistan-Thailand diplomatic relations and 50th anniversary of State Visit of Their Majesties King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit to Pakistan. 
It is fitting that the central focus of this Seminar is on building a strong economic partnership between Pakistan and Thailand. Equally important, our endeavor today is to carve out a futuristic vision of the relationship.  
At the outset, I wish to express deep appreciation to His Excellency Vice Foreign Minister Jullapong Nonsrichai for his invaluable contribution to our deliberations. The efforts of all the Foreign Ministry colleagues, who have helped organize this important event, are highly commendable.   

Excellencies, 

Distinguished participants,  
As nation-states, Pakistan and Thailand have a history of diplomatic engagement spanning sixty years now. But, as we are all aware, our two societies and peoples are bound by a civilizational link that goes back more than two thousand years. 
The Buddhist civilization in the sub-continent reached its pinnacle in the Gandhara country -- located at a short distance from Pakistan’s capital city Islamabad -- in areas stretching from Taxila all the way to Peshawar, Swat, Mardan, Takhat Bai and so on. Taxila, known in Thai consciousness as the centre of knowledge in the ancient world, has connected us ever since. Pakistan takes great pride in having preserved and always promoted this rich cultural heritage. 

Since establishing diplomatic relations in 1951, Pakistan and Thailand have enjoyed a cordial relationship -- marked by trust, mutual understanding and close cooperation. Shared perceptions on major regional and international issues laid the foundation of close coordination bilaterally and in multilateral fora. 
Living in the bi-polar world of the cold war era, Pakistan and Thailand became part of the South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) early on. Along with other international friends and allies, the two countries made important contribution to the promotion of regional and international peace and stability. 
In March 1962, the people of Pakistan were privileged to welcome in their midst Their Majesties the King and Queen of Thailand. The Royal couple traveled to all major cities of Pakistan – including Taxila, Peshawar, Rawalpindi, Lahore and Karachi. 
The Royal guests from Thailand visited the prominent Buddhist archeological sites, the Mughal monuments, and the edifices of modern Pakistan and won the hearts of our people with their amazing grace and genuine empathy. This landmark visit continues to illuminate our close relationship to this day.  
In the post-cold war era, Pakistan and Thailand have worked together to expand the scope of bilateral cooperation and build deeper government-to-government, business-to-business, and people-to-people relations. 

As a result, a mechanism for bilateral consultations has been instituted, bilateral political contacts been intensified, trade has expanded, security and defence cooperation is growing, and enhanced educational and cultural collaboration taking deeper roots. 
Exchanges at the highest political level have become more frequent. Between 2009 and 2012, four summit-level bilateral meetings and interactions have taken place at Davos, Guangzhou, and Seoul. We are now looking forward to welcoming Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra in Pakistan, who has been invited by our Prime Minister for a bilateral visit. 
Meanwhile, in March 2012, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn paid a visit to Pakistan as part of the 60th anniversary celebrations. There was fruitful interaction with our highest leadership during the visit. The President of Pakistan conferred the civil award of Hilal-i-Pakistan on HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in recognition of her outstanding public service, promotion of international goodwill and understanding, and contribution to Thailand-Pakistan relations. 
It is gratifying that, in the past two years (2010-2011), bilateral trade has expanded by 25 percent. For the first time ever, the volume of Pakistan-Thailand trade crossed $ 1 billion in 2011. Pakistan’s exports also registered the highest level of $ 117 million.

Significant progress has been made in the initiation of an investment project in Pakistan by the CP Group of Companies. The project will be launched shortly. 

Proposals for opening of bank branches and initiation of currency swap arrangements have been mooted to promote bilateral trade and investments. 

The two countries have finalized an MoU on the establishment of a Joint Trade Committee (JTC), which will seek to reduce trade barriers and enhance bilateral trade. The MoU is expected to be signed during the next visit of the Commerce Minister from Thailand to Pakistan.
A draft MoU on the establishment of Joint Business Council (JBC), proposed by the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI), is currently under consideration of Thai counterparts. Once established, the JBC will provide a vital platform to our businessmen for forging longer-term relationships.
The third session of the Joint Economic Commission (JEC) is due to be held in Islamabad, which would likely have a business forum in parallel. 

In essence, our endeavor has been to create the necessary legal frameworks and operationalize as many institutional mechanisms as possible to facilitate sustained and meaningful interface between the private sectors of the two countries. 

The business communities in both countries need to ensure regular interaction, exchange of information, and identification of possibilities for mutually-beneficial collaboration. The two governments, for their part, remain committed to building a conducive and enabling environment to facilitate such interaction and further advance this process. 

In parallel, bilateral cooperation in the fields of education, culture and people-to-people exchanges has been growing. The Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), of which Pakistan has been a founding member, hosts the largest number of Pakistani graduate and Phd students on a single foreign campus anywhere. 
The number of Pakistani students at Chulalongkorn, Mahidol, Assumption and Thammasat Universities is beginning to grow. Similarly, the number of Thai students at the International Islamic University in Islamabad and other institutions of higher learning in Pakistan is expanding. Efforts are also afoot to establish collaborative linkages between the major Pakistani and Thai universities. 
Through academic seminars, exchange of books and printed materials, cultural performances, photographic and art exhibitions as well as issuance of commemorative postal stamps, efforts have been made to create a new level of public awareness in both countries about the depth and richness of our bilateral ties. 
Specific measures are being taken to promote tourism collaboration. The number of Thais traveling to Pakistan and Pakistanis traveling to Thailand is ever increasing. 
The two nations have also extended maximum support and assistance to each other in the wake of major natural disasters. In a special gesture, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn personally visited Pakistan along with planes-load of relief supplies for the people affected by the devastating earthquake of October 2005. The people of Pakistan were also touched by the overwhelming support of the Royal family, Royal Thai Government, civil society and general public in Thailand when we suffered the floods of biblical proportions in 2010. 

Similarly, the government and people of Pakistan extended whole-hearted support and solidarity when Thailand faced massive floods in 2011. The Pakistani community in Thailand lent its support in the relief efforts, as it has always supported the process of consolidating and diversifying bilateral ties. 
Excellencies,

Distinguished guests, 

This broad overview of bilateral ties over the past 60 years shows the vast potential that exists for the growth of the relationship and the highly promising future it has. 
In essence, it is our vision to transform the cordial, decades-old Pakistan-Thailand friendship into a substantive partnership of mutual benefit in all areas of common interest. A partnership that is strong and multi-dimensional at the bilateral level, and makes a positive contribution to the promotion of peace, stability and prosperity at the regional level and beyond. 
To begin with, Pakistan’s “Vision East Asia” policy and Thailand’s “Look West” policy provide a complementary and mutually-reinforcing framework to advance this vision. 

Secondly, the two governments remain firmly committed to further deepening and broadening the relationship and taking bilateral cooperation to newer heights. 

Thirdly, the combined strengths of our two nations offer a formidable resource base for supporting and sustaining such an enterprise. Together, Pakistan and Thailand constitute a pool of 250 million people – increasingly skilled and innovative, and always hardworking and enterprising. 
Fourthly, the two countries are blessed by unique geographical advantages: Pakistan, strategically located at the cross-roads of South Asia, Central Asia and the Middle East; and, Thailand, occupying a central place in Southeast Asia and constituting a pivotal part of the regional architecture. 
Any roadmap of future Pakistan-Thailand engagement must take cognizance of these vital factors and build on these synergies. 
At the bilateral level, our endeavor has to have three important dimensions: 
First, the Pakistan-Thailand partnership must be underpinned by a robust economic relationship. The upward trend in bilateral trade and investment promotion is a welcome development. This must be sustained and further enhanced through combined governmental and private sector efforts. 

Both sides recognize that there are huge opportunities in diverse fields -- including infrastructure, energy, automotives, textiles, agriculture, agro-processing, gems and jewelry, halal food, ICT, and so on. Practical measures should be employed to translate this potential into a reality. 
At the same time, the two sides need to focus on the next steps in pursuance of the joint feasibility study of a Pakistan-Thailand Free Trade Agreement (FTA). The study, completed in 2007, recommended that the architecture of a Thailand-Pakistan FTA should be built on trade in goods, services and investments. While keeping the FTA as the larger goal, we must move in the direction of Early Harvest and Preferential Trade Arrangement (PTA). The JTC would provide an appropriate platform to commence deliberations on these possibilities. 
Second, we must ensure a continued balanced growth of bilateral cooperation in all areas of mutual interest – including political, parliament-to-parliament relations, economic and commercial collaboration, security and defence, science & technology, education and culture, and people-to-people exchanges. 

The requisite legal frameworks and institutional mechanisms to build the desired level of cooperation in these areas are in place and must be optimally utilized to advance this goal. Where ever required, newer platforms may be considered and jointly developed. 
Thirdly, given the important role of multiple actors in the enhancement of inter-state relations, efforts may be made to expand the participation of civil society and other relevant stakeholders in the process. Appropriate networking arrangements with the academia, media and think-tanks may be instituted to deepen the level of dialogue and consultations with them.  
Such coalition-building with these important stakeholders would be instrumental in garnering broader public support for the relationship and the shared goals of the two countries in the bilateral and regional context. 
Excellencies, 

Distinguished participants, 
The regional angle of our future vision of Pakistan-Thailand relations is equally significant. Indeed, the shared economic interests of the two countries necessitate a collaborative, region-wide approach. 
Given their geo-strategic locations, Pakistan and Thailand can serve as “gateways” for each other in their respective regions. In this context, several propositions have been under consideration of the two sides. Pakistan has suggested that Thailand consider utilizing the Gwadar port to reach out to the markets in South, South West and Central Asia, which so far remain difficult to access. 

Similarly, Pakistan is desirous of utilizing Thailand as an entry point to many of the South East Asian markets where our business community has not had the opportunity to access. Given the vast possibilities in this arena, the two sides can not only develop mutually-beneficial joint ventures in Thailand and Pakistan but also in third countries. 
At the same time, owing to their geo-strategic locations, Pakistan and Thailand can concert together to promote the agenda of regional connectivity and trade and economic integration as well as facilitate the flow of energy across regions and continents. Such collaboration would positively contribute to our own economic development as well as to regional progress and prosperity.
Excellencies, 

Distinguished participants, 
An indispensable plank of Pakistan’s “Vision East Asia” policy is the deepening and broadening of its engagement with South East Asia on the institutional plane. ASEAN, as a bloc, occupies a pivotal position in this context. 
Pakistan’s engagement with ASEAN is long-standing and the two sides formally launched a Sectoral Dialogue in 1997. Ever since, Pakistan has worked assiduously to foster deeper cooperation and build an enhanced partnership with ASEAN.  
We believe an enhanced partnership between ASEAN and Pakistan is in the mutual interest and mutual benefit of both sides. That is why Pakistan has consistently sought to upgrade its relationship with ASEAN to the full Dialogue Partnership (FDP) status. 

As part of the efforts to advance this process, Pakistan has acceded to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (TAC) in South East Asia. Pakistan has also become member of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) as well as ASEM and has been making its rightful contribution to these forums for several years now. 

Pakistan has always recognized ASEAN’s centrality in South East Asia and emphasized ASEAN’s place at the core of the evolving regional architecture. 
Under its new charter, ASEAN has stressed the importance of a “regional architecture” that is “open, inclusive and transparent.” Pakistan supports these principles and hopes that the Pakistan-ASEAN relationship would also develop on this basis.

We appreciate that Thailand supports the objective of an enhanced ASEAN-Pakistan relationship and look forward to working together for its realization.  
Pakistan also recognizes the huge significance of the agenda of ASEAN Community by 2015 and seeks to explore more deeply the vast opportunities that could be utilized by our business communities in this eventuality. Pakistan and Thailand must work closely to engage our interested business segments in this venture. 
Excellencies, 

Distinguished participants,
As I conclude, I stress again that Pakistan and Thailand have a lot to gain by fostering deeper engagement and building a substantive partnership in the coming years. Our bilateral cooperation reaching strategic levels will be to the benefit of our two nations and of the whole region. I assure that Pakistan will, accordingly, pursue this goal with full vigour. 
I thank everyone for their contributions and wish you success in further deliberations. 
*************  
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